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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF 22 JUNE 2020 
 

20C-0242 – CALL TO ORDER 
  
Mayor Renner called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Chambers at 101 
Green Street on 22 June 2020.  
 
20C-0243 – ROLL CALL 
 
Upon roll call, the following members were present via Zoom teleconference:  Allendorf, 
Bernstein, Hahn, Kieffer, McCoy, Westemeier, Renner 
 
20C-0244 – ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
 
Mayor Renner announced a quorum of Board members present to conduct City business.   
 
20C-0245 – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge was recited.    
 
20C-0246 - REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
 
No reports.   
 
20C-0247 – CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
Citizens Comments – City Clerk, Mary Beth Hyde read several comments submitted via email.  
(See attached) 
 
Catherine Kouzmanoff – Kouzmanoff spoke in favor of allowing outdoor amplified music on 
patios.  She stated it is very difficult for a singer to sing for three hours without the use of a 
microphone.  She advised she is not asking for it to be any louder than what is currently 
permitted.   
 
Warren Bell – Bell spoke on item 20C-0254.  Bell feels maintaining the current ambiance would 
be a great benefit for Galena.  The outdoor dining has been very well received by visitors and 
residents alike.  He hasn’t heard anything bad about it.  He feels it would be good to continue it to 
be a feature of Galena.  Bell supports extending the open use plan for Main Street.  He 
recommended making better use of the Depot Lot by shuttling people across.   
 
Joe Dillon – Dillon stated he opposes any and all revisions to the ordinance as addressed in the 
Zoning Administrator’s memo.  He disagreed with the memo completely.   
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA CA20-11 
 
20C-0248 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF 
JUNE 8, 2020 
 
20C-0249 – APPROVAL OF A STREET CLOSURE PERMIT FOR THE ALLEY BETWEEN 
GREEN STREET AND WASHINGTON STREET FOR A NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC JULY 4, 
2020 
 
20C-0250 – APPROVAL OF A PANDEMIC ADDENDUM TO THE TURNER HALL RENTAL 
CONTRACT 
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20C-0251 – APPROVAL OF THE FINAL CHANGE ORDER FOR THE GEAR STREET 
PROJECT 
 
20C-0252 – APPROVAL OF THE ADDITION OF THE NAME OF BUSHROD B. HOWARD 
CAPTAIN CO. I, 19TH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOL. TO THE CIVIL WAR MONUMENT IN GRANT 
PARK 
 
20C-0253 – APPROVAL OF A REQUEST BY THE JO DAVIESS COUNTY LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS TO HONOR THE CENTENNIAL OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN GRANT 
PARK AND WASHBURNE PARK, AUGUST 23-29 
 
Motion:   Allendorf moved, seconded by Westemeier, to approve Consent Agenda, CA-11.   
 
Discussion:  None.   
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Bernstein, Hahn, Kieffer, Westemeier, Allendorf, Renner 
  NAYS:  None 
  ABSTAIN:  McCoy 
       

The motion carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
20C-0254 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE EXTENSION OF DOWNTOWN 
OPEN SPACES PLAN 
 
Motion:  Allendorf moved, seconded by Bernstein, to approve extending the outdoor seating 
through the second weekend in October, 20C-0254.     
 
Discussion:  Council agreed it has worked out well.   
 
Allendorf recommended restaurant and bar operators arrange things so people who are dining 
inside aren’t coming into close contact with those dining outside.   
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Hahn, Kieffer, McCoy, Westemeier, Allendorf, Bernstein, Renner 
  NAYS:  None 
           

The motion carried.  
 
20C-0255 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REQUEST BY CATHERINE 
KOUZMANOFF, OWNER OF THE GRAPE ESCAPE, TO PERMIT AMPLIFIED MUSIC ON 
APPROVED OUTDOOR PATIOS IN THE DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
 
Motion:   McCoy moved, seconded by Allendorf, to approve the request by Catherine 
Kouzmanoff, owner of the Grape Escape, to permit amplified music on approved outdoor patios in 
the downtown commercial district through October 11, 2020 on a test basis for those who have a 
special use permit from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. at a sound level not to exceed 70 decibels.   
 
Discussion:  Moran advised there are currently two businesses with patios and special use 
permits.  They are the Grape Escape and Gobbie’s.  He noted there may be others that could 
apply.   
 
Hahn advised the current ordinance allows for acoustic music on the patio.  The only change 
would be the amplification.   
 
Kieffer was opposed to subjecting people living downtown, or people who are downtown enjoying 
their dinner, to loud music.   



Regular Board Meeting  22 June 2020 
 

 
Westemeier was in favor of approving it on a trial basis.  He recommended giving each business 
two warnings.  If it gets out of hand it will go back to the way it was.   
 
Allendorf stated he too is skeptical but feels while we are changing things, he is willing to allow 
them the chance to try it.  If we get noise complaints, it will go back to the way it was.   
 
Bernstein stated comments were 50/50 for and against.  She noted a lot of people who were in 
favor of it did not live in the city.  She stated she would side with the residents and vote no.   
 
McCoy was in favor of doing it on a test basis tied to the limited traffic on Main Street.   
 
Renner stated he was opposed to allowing amplified music.   
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  McCoy Westemeier, Allendorf, Hahn   
  NAYS:  Kieffer, Bernstein, Renner 
          

The motion carried.  
 
20C-0256 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON PERMITTING RECORDED MUSIC 
PLAYED THROUGH SPEAKERS IN THE ON-STREET SEATING AREAS IN THE 
DOWNTOWN 
 
Motion:  Allendorf moved, seconded by McCoy, to approve permitting recorded music played 
through speakers in the on-street seating areas in the downtown.    
 
Discussion:  Allendorf stated, as long as it is kept at a reasonable volume, he was in favor of it.   
 
Westemeier agreed adding he would like to see the city purchase a speaker system throughout 
the downtown of which we would have control of the sound and music.  He feels as long as the 
businesses use common sense it should work out.   
 
Bernstein noted when you are saying recorded music played through speakers you are in 
essence saying amplified music.  She stated she is envisioning if everyone, or a majority, decide 
to do this it will be a hodge podge of music and will make for an undesirable situation.  Renner 
agreed.   
 
Allendorf advised he has been downtown for dinner and drinks and the restaurants are doing a 
good job of policing it.  No one is trying to drown out anyone else’s music.  They are doing a good 
job of keeping track of it themselves.   
 
Westemeier feels this can be regulated just like other things.  If we get complaints, then it is shut 
off.   
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  McCoy Westemeier, Allendorf, Hahn 
  NAYS:  Bernstein, Kieffer, Renner 
          

The motion carried.  
 
20C-0257 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON AN EXTENSION OF THE WAIVER OF 
UTILITY DISCONNECTS AND LATE PENALTIES FOR WATER, SEWER, GARBAGE, HOTEL 
MOTEL TAX, FOOD AND BEVERAGE TAX, AND AMUSEMENT TAX 
 
Motion:  Allendorf moved, seconded by McCoy, to tie the waiver of utility disconnects and late 
penalties for water, sewer, garbage, hotel motel tax, food and beverage tax and amusement tax 
to the Illinois Commerce Commission guidelines with regard to disconnects, which is presently 
July 1, 2020.     
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Discussion:  None.    
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Westemeier, Allendorf, Bernstein, Hahn, Kieffer, McCoy, Renner  
  NAYS:  None  
          

The motion carried.  
 
20C-0258 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE ISSUANCE OF GARAGE SALE 
PERMITS BEGINNING IN PHASE IV OF THE RESTORE ILLINOIS PLAN 
 
Motion:   Westemeier moved, seconded by Bernstein, to approve the issuance of garage sale 
permits beginning in Phase IV of the Restore Illinois Plan with appropriate guidelines in place.   
 
Discussion:  None.   
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Allendorf, Bernstein, Hahn, Kieffer, McCoy Westemeier, Renner  
  NAYS:  None  
           

The motion carried.  
 
20C-0259 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE MARKET HOUSE RESTROOM 
BUILDING RETAIL SPACE SUBLEASE 
 
Motion:   Allendorf moved, seconded by Bernstein, to continue the lease of the Market House 
Restroom retail space with Hello Galena on a month to month basis, amended to include on a 
month to month basis until a new lease is drawn up.   
 
Discussion:  Allendorf stated he feels the organization has done great things for Galena.  When 
people travel they look for shops like this.  He would prefer to see the visitor information center at 
the depot.  This would make better use of the depot parking and is a gateway to Galena.  He 
feels it makes more sense for them to be at the depot.   
 
Westemeier voiced concerned if the visitors center moves out of the Market House and the state 
doesn’t do anything that building will continue to deteriorate.  He feels the city should get 
Representative Chesney and Senator Stewart involved to see what can be done.   
 
Hahn stated he would prefer not to see the visitor center move out of downtown Galena.  The 
downtown business people want them to be downtown.  He noted when the restroom building 
was built, it was built to be a visitor center.  He understands why Hello Galena wants to stay.  He 
noted the reason the city took over maintaining the restrooms is because Hello Galena wasn’t 
doing what they were asked to do.  The restrooms were a mess.  If allowed to stay, Hahn 
recommended writing a new lease which stipulates what they need to do.  He was also in favor of 
getting on the state to get the Market House back up to grade.  
 
Amended 
Motion:  Allendorf moved, seconded by Hahn, to amend the motion to include on a month to 
month basis until a new lease is drawn up.   
 
Discussion:  Renner feels if Hello Galena ever exits that building, we should make that entire 
building public restrooms.   
 
Amended 
Motion 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Hahn, Kieffer, McCoy Westemeier, Allendorf, Bernstein, Renner  
  NAYS:  None  
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The motion carried.  
 
Main 
Motion 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Bernstein, Hahn, Kieffer, McCoy Westemeier, Allendorf, Renner  
  NAYS:  None  
           

The motion carried.  
 
20C-0260 – WARRANTS 
 
Motion:  Kieffer moved, seconded by Westemeier, to approve the Warrants as presented, 20C-
0260.   
 
Discussion:  None.   
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Kieffer, McCoy, Westemeier, Allendorf, Bernstein, Renner 
  NAYS:  None 
  ABSTAIN:  Hahn 
       

The motion carried.  
 
20C-0261 – ALDERPERSONS’ COMMENTS 
 
Citizens Comments – Allendorf stated he took the citizens comments in opposition to the 
amplified music very seriously.  He is totally willing to reverse the course if need be.   
 
Parking – Allendorf stated he couldn’t help but notice the paradox in the comments by people 
who want to keep Main Street closed indefinitely.  Evidently parking isn’t a problem now.  
Allendorf recommended at some point doing a non-binding referendum to ask the question if the 
city should issue bonds to do a parking structure to see if citizens want to foot the bill for parking.  
We need a realistic solution.     
 
Music – Westemeier stated he agreed with the comments made by Allendorf.  He hopes the 
ones who get the special use permit use common sense and respect their downtown neighbors.  
He too would be willing to yank it if they don’t make it work.   
 
Outdoor Dining – Westemeier stated the outdoor dining is going well.  The weekends have been 
great.  He is in favor of extending it this year and taking a look at it next year.   
 
Outdoor Dining – Bernstein commended the downtown businesses for making the outdoor 
dining work so well.  It is wonderful to see how good it has been for residents and tourists.  They 
have a good thing going.   
 
20C-0262 – CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S COMMENTS 
 
Events – Moran advised several large events have been cancelled:  Oktoberfest, Country Fair 
and the Halloween Parade.  While it is hard to see this happen, it is the right decision given the 
limitation on gatherings.   
 
Audit – Field work for the audit began today.   
 
20C-0263 – MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Renner agrees good things are happening downtown with the outdoor dining.  He hopes the 
weather holds out for them.   
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Renner advised he got an email with regard to the General Grant statue in San Francisco from 
someone who thought the City of Galena might be interested in getting it out of there and bringing 
it here.   
 
20C-0264 – MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Motion:   Allendorf moved, seconded by Westemeier, to recess to Executive Session to discuss 
the following: 
  

 Employee hiring, firing, compensation, discipline and performance, Section 2 (c) (1) 
 Collective negotiating matters and deliberations concerning salary schedules, Section 2 (c) 

(2) 
 Review of Executive Session Minutes, Section 2 (c) (21) 

 
Discussion:  None. 
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  McCoy, Westemeier, Allendorf, Bernstein, Hahn, Kieffer, Renner 
  NAYS:  None 
       

The motion carried.  
 
The meeting recessed 7:59 p.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:31 p.m. 
 
20C-0265 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON EMPLOYEE HIRING, FIRING, 
COMPENSATION, DISCIPLINE AND PERFORMANCE 
 
Motion:   Hahn moved, seconded by Westemeier, to regretfully move to furlough Kevin Sinagra 
from the Public Works Department from July 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020.  This decision 
is based on his skills, abilities, seniority, and as a cost cutting measure.   
 
Discussion:  None.   
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Kieffer, McCoy Westemeier, Allendorf, Bernstein, Hahn, Renner  
  NAYS:  None 
         

The motion carried.  
 
20C-0266 – ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion:   Hahn moved, seconded by Allendorf, to adjourn.   
 
Discussion:   None. 
 
Roll Call:  AYES:  Hahn, Kieffer, McCoy, Westemeier, Allendorf, Bernstein, Renner 
  NAYS:  None 
       

The motion carried.  
   
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Mary Beth Hyde 
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City Clerk 
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