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MINUTES OF THE DEER POPULATION CONTROL COMMITTEE  
MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson, Jerry Murdock called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. in the City Council 
Chambers at 312½ North Main Street on September 3, 2013.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Upon roll call the following members were present:  Jerry Murdock, Bill Salzman, Dave Hoffer, 
Ralph Muchow. 
 
Absent: Bill Allen   
 
Others in attendance at Table:  Mark Moran, City Administrator  
 
DECLARATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Chairperson Murdock announced a quorum of Committee members present to conduct business. 
   
 
DISCUSSION OF DEER POPULATION CONTROL OPTIONS WITH THE ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Murdock welcomed Marty Jones to the meeting via conference call.  Jones is the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Urban Deer Project Manager.  Jones emphasized the 
need to define the deer problem to determine what response is warranted.  He explained that if 
the problem is very limited, public education may be adequate.  If the problem is more 
widespread or severe, a culling program may be a good option. 
 
Jones informed the committee that relocation of deer is not an option.  Birth control is still viewed 
as experimental and is really not an option.  Lethal options include rifle sharpshooting and 
archery.  These options could be used during the hunting season if the city were to permit hunting 
in the city limits with restrictions.  The use of rifle sharpshooting to control the population could 
also be approved by the DNR as part of a Deer Population Control Permit.  The permit would 
specify locations for shooting, qualification criteria for shooters, and the maximum number of deer 
to be killed.  All healthy deer taken by sharpshooting must be processed by a licensed meat 
processing facility and donated to one or more charitable organizations. Permits are only issued 
for fall and winter months.   
 
In response to a question about Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), Jones commented that the 
greater concentration of deer, the greater the pressure for the disease to affect the deer.  CWD 
does not appear to pose a threat to humans at this time.  Emily Lubcke confirmed that Jo Daviess 
County has a high occurrence of Lyme Disease.  Jones explained that Lyme Disease is 
transmitted by infected ticks that often feed on deer.  The number of ticks carrying Lyme Disease 
could increase with the number of deer.       
 
Jones explained that if there is an overpopulation problem and a culling program is established, it 
would need to be a long term program.  He suggested that a survey of the community would be a 
good approach to assessing the extent of the problem.  He also said that deer/vehicle automobile 
accident data is a good measure of the problem.  Committee member Bill Salzman stated that 
there have been eight or nine deer/vehicle accidents this year in the city limits.  It was suggested 
that the accident data be obtained for past years and beyond the city limits since the deer roam.  
The committee members also discussed the possibility of surveying residents about the number 
of deer in their neighborhoods and their opinions about controlling the deer population.   
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Dave Oldenburg explained that the Galena Territory Association uses mailings and open 
meetings to educate and provide information about their deer population control program to the 
property owners. He stated that pictures of damage to landscaping and damaged to vehicles are 
very useful for communicating some of the problems with overpopulation.  A survey of Galena 
residents would be good for identifying hotspots of deer damage.   
 
Chairperson Murdock asked for questions or comments from the public in attendance.  Anna 
Hemm, 226 S. High Street, expressed concern about killing deer to control the population.  She 
explained that she once lived in California where they introduced coyote to control the deer 
population. They now have too many coyotes and too few deer.  She believes that property 
owners must project what they grow from the deer.   
 
Steve Stangl, 1818 Donegan Street, stated that he does not think the deer are overpopulated and 
a culling program will not solve any problem.  He thinks that a deer population control program 
should not be undertaken. 
 
Jim Clark, 701½ Dewey Avenue, explained that herds of deer regularly move through the valley 
below Dewey Avenue along Hughlett Creek.  He said that the deer are eating his foliage right up 
to his patio.  He said he likes the idea of a survey to find hotspots where the deer are causing 
damage to landscaping.   
 
DISCUSSION OF PROCESS FOR DEVELOPING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CITY COUNCIL 
 
Moran suggested that the city staff prepare a report for the committee summarizing what has 
been learned through research, public input and from the DNR.  The report could be reviewed at 
the next committee meeting and then presented to the city council at the September 23 council 
meeting.  The committee agreed to have the staff prepare a report.    
 
SCHEDULING OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, September 17 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion:  Hoeffer moved, seconded by Allen to adjourn.   
 
Discussion:  None.    
    
Roll Call:  AYES: Hoeffer, Muchow, Salzman, Murdock  
  NAYS: None 
  Absent: Allen  
           
  The motion carried.  
    
The meeting adjourned at 9:11 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mark Moran 
 
Secretary 
 


