


Where is the white on a white-tail deer?
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- Distribution in lllinois
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y deer species naturally found in lllinois

es are about 20 percent larger

= Antlers are one distinguishing characteristic
when comparing them to mule deer.

= There may be as many as 5o million white-
tailed deer.



Behavior

= Crepuscular — but may feed longer in winter
months to get enough food.

= Matriarchal herds — Adult does with their young
and the female offspring from last year. Some may
be multi-family.

= Bucks do not stay with the female herds until the
rut. They may have bachelor herds until the rut
begins.



Tracks & Signs

(Who is who in the garden?)

Raisinets Coco Puffs




Wildlife is not Random

The arrangement of food, water, shelter,
and space which suits a specific animal, or
species. Also known as an animals "life
range” providing them with the means to
survive but also places to hide, find winter
cover, rear young, and even to play.
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Ecological Carrying Capacity

= Determines the number of a species that
a habitat can sustain without impact to
other flora and fauna species.

= When the number gets too high the
species will need additional management
or nature will take care of it, i.e. chronic
wastings disease and epizootic
hemorrhagic disease.
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Responsibility & Cooperation

A “good neighbor” philosophy is
not something that can be
mandated, but such a view is
essential to successful deer
management.
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T]‘neg do not act on intention, theg
simply live life.
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