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Clifton Deer Fertility Control Pilot Program

WELCOME TO THE CLIFTON DEER
FERTILITY CONTROL PILOT PROGRAM

f My Page 160

“LIFTON'S FUTURE TODAY. YOUR DONATION, BIG OR SMALL, WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Here in the historic neighborhood of Clifton, we love our deer and don't want to harm them....
we just wish there weren’t so many of them. Deer overabundance contributes to serious
problems, including damage to the forest understory that can devastate the eco-system.

That’s why Clifton and Cincinnati’s award winning Parks have joined forces to test an innovative
and humane approach to the problem of overabundant deer: Cincinnati's first non-lethal deer

fertility control Pilot Program.

This 5 year Pilot Program concluded its first year field operations in early December 2015.

re! Report Tagged Deer Here!
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CliftonDeer.Org, where science and compassion meet
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BACKGROUND

0

After hearing objections from Clifton residents, in October of 2014 the Cincinnati Park Board of
Commissioners agreed to suspend the Parks’ plan to initiate bow-hunting in Mt. Storm Park,
Rawson Woods and Edgewood Preserve, and to engage in a collaboration with Clifton residents
to explore development of a pilot non-lethal alternative program to control deer populationin
these three parks. Park Board Director Willie Carden appointed Superintendent Jim

Burkhardt as the Park Board’s liaison with the Clifton community with respect to the
collaboration.

The criteria offered to guide the collaboration were developed with Superintendent Burkhardt,
as follows: The non-lethal pilot program selected should be the one with the greatest likelihood
of being (a) affordable (funded or fundable); (b) approved by ODNR; and (c) successful in
stabilizing and reducing the deer population in the Clifton Parks to eco-sustainable levels.
Additionally, the Park Board requested that any plan address the following elements:

A step by step process, including staffing and reporting procedures
Peer reviewed research support

A budget with documented funding resources

All required federal, state, county, and city permits
Documentable results

After months of work, residents proposed two options, a contraception proposal and a
sterilization program. The Clifton Town Meeting was asked to review all options and recommend
one for the Parks to submit to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources for a research study
permit. On February 2,2015, the CTM Trustees met and heard presentations from both groups.
They then voted to pass both proposals to the Parks with a preference for the sterilization
program.
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On February 19, 2015, the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners approved the sterilization
program, clearing the way for the submission of a research study permit application to be filed
with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife issued a permit authorizing Dr.
DeNicola and White Buffalo to proceed with the research proposal on May 11, 2015. The
duration of the initial permit is for a 3 year period. A renewal permit is expected to be sought in
2018.
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* RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (NEW!)
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Year 1 Field Operations Completed

SUMMARY: The first year of field operations started on December 15t and finished on
December 7th with 41 does sterilized and tagged and 3 incidental male fawns tagged and
released, for a total of 44 captures.

Field observations indicate many more deer present in the study area than were estimated by the
Parks. Field cameras have been installed and will be monitored over the next three weeks to
provide a more exact population estimate.

By rough estimates, and subject to the more definitive population survey presently underway,
about 90% of the adult does in the study area were sterilized. Dr. Anthony DeNicola of White
Buffalo Inc. believes this will be enough to stop herd growth and may begin reductions. Next
year’s effort will focus on female fawns, missed does and new immigrants and hopefully will
continue to stabilize the population and initiate significant annual reduction.

* ok *

White Buffalo, Inc. As planned, all field operations were directed and managed by the team from
White Buffalo Inc. consisting of Dr. Anthony (Tony) DeNicola, his wife and business partner,
Vickie, their partner of 18 years, Ryan Rodts, and the lead veterinarian from Columbus, Randy
Junge.

The team converged in Cincinnati on December 15t and began immediately checking pre-
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established bait stations and setting up the surgical facility. Dr. DeNicola held an orientation
session that evening for all transport volunteers, attended by a representative from the
Cincinnati Police, and work officially got underway around 8:00 PM.

Volunteers. Staff from The Humane Society of the United States and more than thirty local
volunteers aided in the launch and execution of this project’s first field season. They included UC
graduate and undergraduate students from Environmental Studies, Biology, Social Work and Air
Force ROTC; a Walnut Hills High School student; local veterinarians and vet techs; bow hunters
from the Parks’ culling program; animal welfare activists; and others. More thana dozen Clifton

residents volunteered their property for bait stations and release sites, and one hosted the field
surgical center for the entire week.

Volunteers worked from late afternoon to early morning for six days carrying tranquilized deer
to and from the surgical site, monitoring release sites, and assisting the veterinary staff.

Operations were observed by representatives of the Cincinnati Parks and the Ohio Division of
Wildlife.

Our Deer. Wildlife biologists found most of our adult does to be 2% to 3% years old (based on
dental exams). The oldest was 6%. Dr. DeNicola thinks the soft soil in this environment could
reduce average tooth wear and our deer could be a year or two older than the teeth suggest.
They found no ticks or indications of contagious disease, but did find evidence of old injuries and
iliness in some animals, a reminder that these are wild animals living dangerous lives.

Gains and Losses. Based on the Park Board'’s aerial infrared surveys, the total herd population in
the study area was estimated to be around 60-65 deer, about 40 of which were expected to be
female. We therefore aimed to sterilize 40 does this year (and exceeded that target by sterilizing
41 does). White Buffalo’s field observations indicate that in fact the total deer population likely
far exceeds the Park Board’s estimates, and may top 100 deer. Field cameras have been placed
at strategic bait sites and will be monitored for three weeks; the data will be analyzed to
determine more precisely the number of deer in the area.

White Buffalo, Inc. estimated we needed to sterilize 90% of reproductive age does to stop herd
growth and approximately 95% to achieve reductions of 10% to 20% per year through attrition.
Based on preliminary field observations, Dr. DeNicola believes that the 41 does sterilized
represent about 90% of adult does. With the herd size stabilized, the goal for next year is to
sterilize the remainder of the adult females, female fawns (who will be of reproductive age by
next year) and new immigrant does who might enter the study area. At that point, population
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reductions of 10% to 20% per year will be possible.

We are sad to report that two of the 44 deer captured died during the release process.

Preliminary examinations indicate the deaths resulted from capture-related complications and
not the surgery, and in one case there were indications of pre-existing illness. Both were taken to
Columbus for necropsies to try to determine the exact cause of death. While we accept that
there are risks inherent in capturing wild animals, we feel these losses deeply and personally. We
take some consolation in knowing the rest of the Clifton herd will live out their lives free from the
threat of annual culling.

We should note that the sterilized does are adults and that on average 10-20% of them are
expected to die annually, along with the rest of the herd, in the normal course of time and events.
Their tags contain contact information so their deaths can be reported to White Buffalo and

ultimately to the ODNR and us.

Thanks. The CliftonDeer.org team is immensely grateful for the help of so many who contributed
so much to the first year of this project.

Check back to this page frequently for the latest updates.
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