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At	
  the	
  January	
  2016	
  Deer	
  Committee	
  meeting,	
  representatives	
  from	
  the	
  Apple	
  Canyon	
  Lake	
  Property	
  
Owners	
  Association	
  explained	
  that	
  after	
  having	
  completed	
  an	
  initial	
  aerial	
  count	
  of	
  the	
  deer	
  in	
  the	
  resort,	
  
they	
  have	
  adopted	
  an	
  ongoing	
  driving	
  count	
  system.	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  trying	
  to	
  
answer	
  the	
  question	
  -­‐	
  “How	
  many	
  deer	
  are	
  there	
  in	
  Galena?”	
  -­‐	
  a	
  program	
  for	
  driving	
  around	
  town	
  and	
  
counting	
  the	
  deer	
  has	
  been	
  created.	
  The	
  following	
  methodology	
  has	
  been	
  established	
  to	
  eliminate	
  as	
  
many	
  variables	
  as	
  possible:	
  
	
  

• Beth	
  Baranski	
  and	
  Bill	
  Grosshans	
  have	
  agreed	
  to	
  conduct	
  the	
  driving	
  counts	
  together	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
ensure	
  consistency	
  and	
  to	
  confirm	
  each	
  other’s	
  deer	
  sightings.	
  Beth	
  is	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Deer	
  
Committee,	
  and	
  Bill	
  is	
  a	
  regular	
  audience	
  member	
  at	
  Deer	
  Committee	
  meetings	
  and	
  follows	
  the	
  
proceedings	
  closely.	
  	
  

	
  
• The	
  same	
  route	
  is	
  driven	
  through	
  Galena	
  each	
  time.	
  The	
  route	
  takes	
  about	
  an	
  hour	
  and	
  30	
  

minutes.	
  

	
  
• As	
  deer	
  are	
  spotted,	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  deer	
  is	
  marked	
  on	
  the	
  appropriate	
  map	
  location	
  and	
  circled.	
  If	
  

Beth	
  and/or	
  Bill	
  feel	
  there	
  is	
  any	
  question	
  that	
  deer	
  may	
  have	
  moved	
  and	
  might	
  be	
  double-­‐
counted,	
  they	
  are	
  not	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  total.	
  	
  

	
  
• The	
  count	
  is	
  conducted	
  only	
  when	
  both	
  Beth	
  and	
  Bill	
  are	
  available,	
  either	
  during	
  the	
  morning	
  or	
  

evening	
  twilight.	
  The	
  morning	
  counts	
  are	
  begun	
  about	
  5-­‐10	
  minutes	
  after	
  sunrise	
  civil	
  twilight	
  and	
  
the	
  evening	
  counts	
  are	
  started	
  about	
  one	
  hour	
  and	
  thirty-­‐to-­‐thirty-­‐five	
  minutes	
  before	
  sunset	
  civil	
  
twilight	
  (referencing	
  times	
  at	
  sunrisesunset.com).	
  	
  

	
  
• The	
  date,	
  time	
  of	
  start	
  and	
  finish,	
  deer	
  count,	
  and	
  any	
  comments	
  are	
  recorded	
  on	
  the	
  map	
  and	
  

signed	
  by	
  both	
  Bill	
  and	
  Beth.	
  
	
  
This	
  regular	
  count	
  is	
  being	
  conducted	
  with	
  the	
  thought	
  that	
  it	
  may	
  help	
  frame	
  the	
  general	
  number	
  of	
  deer	
  
in	
  town,	
  could	
  help	
  us	
  understand	
  seasonal	
  changes,	
  and	
  also	
  may	
  help	
  identify	
  specific	
  locations	
  that	
  
tend	
  to	
  have	
  more	
  deer	
  than	
  others.	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  interesting	
  to	
  see	
  how	
  the	
  driving	
  counts	
  done	
  as	
  winter	
  
approaches	
  compare	
  with	
  a	
  winter	
  aerial	
  count	
  (if	
  one	
  is	
  conducted).	
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