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MINUTES  

GALENA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
101 GREEN STREET, GALENA, IL 61036  
                     August 4,2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Chairman Craig Brown called the meeting of the Galena Historic Preservation Commission to 
order at 6:30 PM on Thursday, August 4, 2022.  
  
ROLL CALL & DECLARATION OF QUORUM  
Upon roll call, the following members were present: Carl Johnson, Jack Dennerlein, Matthew 
Carroll, Mike Doyle, Chuck Horton, Craig Albaugh, and Craig Brown 
 
A quorum was declared.  
  

Public Comments: 
 

None. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
22HPC-035: Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting of the HPC of July 7, 2022. 
 
Motion:  Johnson moved, seconded by Carroll to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
the HPC of July 7, 2022. With a correction to 22HPC-025 from the word “there” to “their” and a 
correction to 22HPC-026 from the date March 2 to March 3, 2022. 
 
Discussion:  
 
Doyle recommended the following corrections.   

 22HPC-025 – changed “there’ to “their”  
 22HPC-026 – “March 2” to “March 3” 

 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Ayes:  Johnson, Dennerlein, Albaugh, Doyle, Carroll, Horton, and Brown   
Nays:  None  
Abstain:  None  
 
The motion carried. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

None. 
  

NEW BUSINESS  
  
22HPC-036:  Discussion and possible action on a request by Dave and Brandy Gerescz, owners 
of 1000 3rd St., to install LP Smart Side with faux wood grain on the rear addition of the home and 
install aluminum soffit and fascia around the entirety of the house.  
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Owner/ Applicant  
Dave and Brandy Gerescz.  It was their understanding that the contractors had a permit in hand.  
Gerescz stated that payment is already being requested by contractors for the materials that were 
already used.  Gerescz stated that the contractors they hired are not local.  They hired them 
because they were certified to install LP Smart Side.  Gerescz stated that there are homes in the 
area with aluminum siding and siding with faux wood grain.  Gerescz asked the HPC if there is a 
list of materials that are appropriate.  
 
Discussion: 
Horton stated that LP is not permitted. The diamond coat finish is what this board has had an 
issue with in the past, along with the wood grain. The reveal is preset and is not a 4.5” to 5” 
reveal per historic board standard.  Horton stated that the back side of LP Smart Siding is 
exposed OSB.  
 
Brown stated that, at first, this board never wanted composite at all.  The minute you install siding 
with faux grain, it is blatantly obvious as a composite material. The faux grain is not acceptable. 
 
Dennerlien stated that this was a classic case that someone made a mistake and made a bad 
one.  Dennerlien also stated that the contractors should have informed the owners that the 
material was not acceptable. 
 
Horton stated that the aluminum soffit and fascia is also not historically appropriate. 
Horton stated that the contractor is responsible to file for a permit and be registered, which the 
contractor did neither.  As a homeowner your responsibility is to make sure that the contractor 
has done these things.  Horton also stated that the soffit material is not an approved material for 
historic appropriateness. The direction of the soffit has changed, and the siding reveal was also 
changed.  Horton mentioned that the color black is historically appropriate.  
 
Dennerlein stated that the contractor should have informed the homeowner that the materials 
used were not acceptable. 
 
Motion: Albaugh moved, seconded by Horton to require the applicant to remove the aluminum 
soffit and fascia, LP trim board and siding and replace all with an appropriate and approved 
material.  
 
Roll Call:   
 
Ayes: Doyle, Carroll, Dennerlein, Horton, Albaugh, Johnson, and Brown 
Nays:  None. 
Abstain:  None.  
 
The motion carried.  
 
22HPC-037: Discussion and possible action to make nominations for the 2022 Historic 
Preservation Award.  
 
Discussion:  
 
Albaugh recommended 405 S. Bench St. as he felt that the owners did a fantastic job on the 
porch remodel. 
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No motion was made. 
 
22HPC-038: Discussion and possible action on a grant proposal to seek funds for Historic 
Preservation Ordinance Improvement and Design Guidelines Improvement. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Doyle stated this request was to submit a proposal to the council to seek grant funds, with the 
support of the City of Galena.  The proposal is to pursue a 70/30 matching CLG Grant to fund an 
update of the Historic Preservation Ordinance.  The grant would help bring the City of Galena into 
compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act and to fund design guidelines and a 
resource manual for residents.   
 
Krista Ginger, 418 Meeker St., and Lisa Sproule, 702 Young St., presented for Galena 
Preservation Advocacy Organization (GPOA).  
 
Ginger stated that this all started when Landmarks Illinois visited last winter.  Wendy Gilpin and 
Ginger were looking at the ordinance and had concerns that there were holes after the 
boundaries were changed in 2015. Ginger stated that Landmarks Illinois confirmed their concerns 
and they then proceeded to contact The State Historic Preservation Organization (SHPO).  
Ginger stated that they had a meeting with Mark Moran and Chuck Horton. Ginger stated that 
Moran agreed they needed to address the issue.  Ginger also stated the Moran then proceeded 
to have conversations through emails back and forth with John Pressley and Anthony Rubino 
from SHPO confirming that there are significant concerns with the ordinance. 
 
Lisa Sproule stated that the City of Galena Historic Ordinance is not in compliance according to 
Landmarks Illinois and SHPO.  Sproule stated that we need to bring our guidelines to the 
standards of model cities such as Highland Park, Oak Park, and Evanston which already updated 
their guidelines.  Sproule hopes the 70/30 split will help us so that we can contract a group like 
the Lakota Group, that can assist with guideline updates.  Sproule stated that she’s spoke to a 
few city council members already, and they were very much on board with wanting us to be in 
compliance with state and federal guidelines.  Sproule asked the board (HPC) to send a 
recommendation to the City Council to review it and discuss this proposal.  
 
Ginger stated the problems with the ordinance were discussed with Moran during a meeting on 
the July 22, 2022, along with Quinn from Landmarks Illinois.  Ginger proceeded to read the email 
Moran sent July 22, 2022.  Ginger urged the HPC to recommend the proposal to the city council 
to allow Sproule to write the CLG Grant on behalf of the City of Galena. 
 
Sproule stated that she would need to meet the timeline of October 1 thru November 17 to submit 
the grant.  Sproule stated what she understood from the meeting with Landmark Illinois was that 
our actual district had changed. 
 
Ginger stated that during 2013 the Historic District boundaries change, full consideration was not 
given to how the change would impact our local ordinances. Specifically, how the ordinance was 
written to overlay the national district as a local district. 
 
HPC  
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Brown stated that the presenters needed to be more specific, with guidelines, and the non-
compliance with the ordinance.  Brown would like to hear some specific points on what parts of 
the ordinance needed to be fixed, including what the holes are, what is out of compliance, and 
what is out of date. 
 
Horton wanted to be clear that the 70 percent would be funded, and the additional 30 percent 
match would be the cities responsibility.  The city portion could be less depending on the amount 
funded.  Horton stated to Brown that Moran has the answers to what he is requesting regarding 
the specific ordinance corrections.  Horton stated that action can be taken by this board to move 
forward without the specificity.  Horton did not see an issue with a grant being written. 
 
Brown advised to Horton that he is more than welcome to send it to City Council in this form if 
that is how he wants to proceed. 
 
Dennerlein stated that he would also like more specifics on what is wrong with the ordinance.    
 
Albaugh advised that the grant would not be legal until the City signs off on it.  
 
Horton feels that the prep work can be done with no harm no foul and we can work on getting our 
specifics in line.   
 
Motion:  Johnson made a motion to forward a recommendation letter to the City Council to write a 
grant to seek funds for Historic Preservation Ordinance improvement, seconded by Horton. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Ayes: Johnson, Dennerlien, Albaugh, Doyle, Carroll, and Horton 
Nays: None  
Abstain: Brown  
 
Motion carried 
 
22HPC-039:  Adjournment  
 
Motion:  Johnson moved, seconded by Albaugh to adjourn. 
 
Meeting adjourned by voice vote at 7:15 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Maria Atibagos  
GHPC Secretary  
 
"These minutes are a summary of discussion on all matters proposed, deliberated, or decided, 
and a record of any motions made, and votes taken. The minutes are intended to convey the 
nature of discussions that ensued on each matter, but are not a verbatim transcript” 


