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City of Galena, Illinois 
      
  

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 

6:30 P.M., THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 
 

CITY HALL - 101 GREEN STREET  
 

The public may also view the meeting live (no public comment) on the 
City of Galena YouTube Channel at:  

 
http://www.youtube.com/@cityofgalena1826 

 
ITEM DESCRIPTION 

 
26HPC-015. 

 
Call to Order by Presiding Officer 

26HPC-016. Roll Call 

26HPC-017. Establishment of Quorum 
26HPC-018. Public Comments 

• Not to exceed 15 minutes as an agenda item 

• Not more than 3 minutes per speaker 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
ITEM DESCRIPTION PAGE 

 
26HPC-019. 

 
Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 2, 2026 1-3 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
None. 

 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/@cityofgalena1826
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

ITEM DESCRIPTION PAGE 
 

26HPC-020. 
Discussion and possible action on the the 2026 Historic Preservation 
Award and Excellence in Historic Preservation Award Nominees.     

 
4-10 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
None. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 

CALENDAR INFORMATION  

 

BOARD/COMMITTEE DATE TIME PLACE 

Historic Preservation Comm. Thurs., Oct 1, 2026 6:30 P.M. City Hall, 101 Green Street 

 
 PUBLIC Wi-Fi  

 

Public Wi-Fi is available in the city council chambers at City Hall. You may access Wi-Fi for free as follows: 
 

  
Network = CityOfGalena_Guest 

 
Password = guestwifi! 

 

 

DISCLAIMER REGARDING LIVESTREAMING 

 
Livestreaming of Galena Historic Preservation Commission meetings is provided as a supplemental 
service and is not required by the Illinois Open Meetings Act. Please note that if there are technical 
issues with the livestream, the meeting will continue without interruption. Technical issues could cause 
the livestream to not be available for live viewing or replay on the City of Galena YouTube channel. 
Members of the public are welcome to physically attend meetings of the Galena Historic Preservation 
Commission and may speak publicly during the Citizens Comments section of the meeting. 
 

 
Posted:  August 28, 2026 at 4:00pm 
By:  Cassie Folks 

ITEM DESCRIPTION PAGE 
 

26HPC-021. 
 
Adjournment 

 
- 
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MINUTES 

GALENA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
101 GREEN STREET, GALENA, IL 61036 

April 2, 2026 
 

26HPC-008- CALL TO ORDER 
 

Brown called the meeting of the Galena Historic Preservation Commission to order at 
6:30 PM on Thursday, April 2, 2026. 

 
26HPC-009- ROLL CALL 

 
Upon roll call, the following members were present: Larry Wiedenheft, Craig Brown, 
Chuck Horton, Matt Carroll, Emily Doyle (arrived at 6:34) 
 
Absent: Jeremey White, Steve Monahan 
 

26HPC-010- ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
 

A quorum was declared. 
 

26HPC-011 - PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

NONE 
 

26HPC-012 – APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF FEBRUARY 5, 2026. 

 
Motion: Wiedenheft motioned, seconded by Horton, to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of February 5, 2026. 
 
Discussion: None 
 
The motion is carried by voice vote. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

NONE 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

26HPC-013 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REQUEST FROM 
THE OWNERS OF 521 S. HIGH ST. TO DEMOLISH THE REAR PORTIONS OF 
THE HOME AND CONSTRUCT A NEW ADDITION IN THE SAME LOCATION 
 
Motion: Carroll motioned, seconded by Wiedenheft, to open the Public Hearing. 
 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

DISCUSSION: 
 

Commission members discussed site observations indicating that the rear addition is in a 
severe state of structural deterioration, having been constructed on inadequate supports 
and exhibiting significant settling and separation from the main structure, posing a 
potential safety hazard. The side addition, located to the rear of the chimney, was also 
identified as a non-original component lacking historical or structural integrity, and the 
applicant confirmed its inclusion in the demolition scope. The remaining structure, 
situated on a limestone foundation, was recognized as the original portion of the home, 
though it has undergone modifications over time, including the likely addition of a 
second story using unconventional construction methods. While the site may have 
historical ties to the local mining era, the Commission agreed that the proposed portions 
for removal do not contribute to the property’s historical significance. 
 
Motion: Horton motioned, seconded by Carroll, to close the Public Hearing. 
 
The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

 
Motion: –Wiedenheft motioned, seconded by Horton, to demolish the rear portions of the 
home and construct new addition in the same location. 
 
Ayes: Wiedenheft, Brown, Horton, Carroll, Doyle 
Nays: None 
Absent: White, Monahan 
 
The motion carried. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 

NONE 
 

26HPC-014: ADJOURMENT 
 
Motion: –Wiedenheft motioned, seconded by Carroll, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned by voice vote at 6:55 pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cassie Folks 
Recording Secretary 
 

"These minutes are a summary of discussion on all matters proposed, deliberated, or 
decided, and a record of any motions made, and votes taken. The minutes are intended to 

convey the nature of discussions that ensued on each matter but are not a verbatim 
transcript.” 

 



CITY OF GALENA, ILLINOIS
                      101 Green Street · P.O. Box 310 · Galena, Illinois 61036

Telephone: 815-777-1050          Facsimile: 815-777-3083          www.cityofgalena.org

MEMORANDUM

TO: The City of Galena Historic Preservation Commission

FROM: Jonathan Miller, Building Official

DATE: August 27, 2026

RE: 2026 City of Galena Historic Preservation Award.  

Each year, the Galena Historic Preservation Commission recognizes outstanding preservation efforts 
through the City of Galena Historic Preservation Award and the Excellence in Preservation Awards.
These awards serve to acknowledge property owners, organizations, businesses, and community members 
who have demonstrated an exceptional commitment to preserving, restoring, rehabilitating, and 
maintaining Galena's historic resources.

The purpose of these awards is to celebrate projects and individuals whose efforts contribute to the 
protection of Galena's unique architectural heritage, strengthen community character, and promote public 
appreciation of historic preservation. By recognizing exemplary preservation work, the Commission 
encourages property owners and stakeholders to follow best practices in stewardship and investment in 
historic properties.

The 2026 nominees for preservation recognition are 105 N. Bench Street, 418 Franklin Street, 233 S. 
Hickory Street, and 608 S. Bench Street. Each of these properties reflect a strong commitment to the 
preservation and stewardship of Galena's historic resources and is worthy of consideration for 
recognition.

The following pages provide before-and-after photographs and brief descriptions highlighting the 
preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation work completed at each property.  As part of the 
Commission's annual awards program, one project will be selected to receive the City of Galena Historic 
Preservation Award. In addition, the Commission may choose to recognize any number of nominees with 
Excellence in Preservation Awards, based on the merit of the projects and the contributions they make to 
preserving Galena's historic character.

Please review each nomination carefully and consider the significance, quality, and impact of the 
completed work when casting your vote for the recipient of the Historic Preservation Award and any 
Excellence in Preservation Award recipients.





105 N. Bench St. Shed (Between Main and Bench St.) 

 

 

 

This shed on Hill St. between Main 
St. and Bench St. belongs to the 
property owner of 105 N. Bench St. 

The shed was fully restored in 2025-
2026.  The owner and contractor 
used all historically appropriate 
materials from the shake roof to 
wood siding and doors.   

The Oshkosh sign on the 
Hill St. side of the 
building was repurposed 
from an interior wall 
located in the shed.  It 
was used as a repair to the 
exterior wall.  The 
concrete in front of and 
around the building was 
replaced with a new 
foundation and limestone. 

The shed, shown here in 2017, 
was covered in asphalt siding, 
had a significant amount of 
deterioration and rot around the 
bottom and had a failing 
foundation.   

This restoration was a great save 
of this historic shed, which we 
don’t have many left in Galena.   



418 Franklin St.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finished in 2025, the restoration of 418 Franklin St. involved the reconstruction 
of the front porch, new windows, painting, a rear addition, complete interior 
remodel, and so many other details that they can’t all be mentioned.  The final 
product is a great restoration of a historic home on Franklin St. that should remain 
for many years to come.   

Seen here in 2023, the home at 418 Franklin St. lacked the current shutters, porch 
railings, and many other details from its restoration.  The interior of the home has 
undergone extensive remodeling as well.   



233 S. Hickory St. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The current homeowner purchased this home and completed its renovations in 2025.  The 
home was in very poor structural condition at the time of purchase and needed extensive 
work, including foundation repair and reconstruction, new siding, windows, roofing, and 
complete remodel of the interior of the home.  The owner used historically appropriate 
materials from the smooth LP siding to approved windows.  

This home was in danger of structural failure and is now a great addition to our historic 
district for years to come.   



608 S. Bench St.  

                   

 

       

 

The renovations of the property at 
608 S. Bench St. started in 2022.  
The restoration and renovations 
for this property have been a 
project for the homeowner over 
the last few years.  The interior 
was completely renovated, and the 
exterior has had a complete 
renovation as well.  The rear has 
had a new, approved by the HPC, 
addition.  The side and rear 
porches have been renovated.  All 
new windows were installed with 
new smooth LP siding.  The owner 
also painted the entire structure.   



608 S. Bench St. (Cont’d) 

    

 

 

The front of the home 
needed new windows and 
the front porch needed new 
life.  The side porch has 
deteriorating as well.  The 
building had been vacant 
for some time before the 
current owner purchased 
the property.   

The rear addition needed 
new windows and siding 
and the upper level was 
updated to increase living 
space as approved by the 
HPC.  New retaining walls 
were also added.  The 
rear deck was also 
reconstructed. 




