Regular Board Meeting 26 January 2026

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF 26 JANUARY 2026

26C-00021 — CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Renner called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Chambers at 101
Green Street on 26 January 2026.

26C-0022 — ROLL CALL

Upon roll call, the following members were present: Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer,
Westemeier, Wienen, Renner

26C-0023 — ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Mayor Renner announced a quorum of board members present to conduct city business.

26C-0024 — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge was recited.

26C-0025 - REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

No reports.

26C-0026 — CITIZENS COMMENTS

Robert Buman — Buman addressed the Council regarding the placement of the nine Civil War
generals’ statues along the levee. He stated that he originally brought the project forward and
acknowledged that Terry Miller funded the project. He requested the Council reconsider placing
all statues on the north end of the levee, noting that once visitors access the levee, the entire
length is accessible.

Buman emphasized the historical significance of statue placement, specifically recommending
that Ely Parker be located in front of the Galena Post Office and that Ulysses S. Grant be placed
near the Herman Kohlsaat Bridge with Grant Park behind him to welcome visitors at a major
intersection. He noted that the original plan included five statues north of the bridge and four
south.

Buman also requested the opportunity to introduce all nine generals if a dedication ceremony is
held. He concluded by respectfully asking the Council to reconsider the current placement plan.

Joe Dillon, 304 N Division Street — Dillon addressed the Council regarding his request to install
vinyl replacement windows on his sun porch. He stated the windows would be installed within the
existing openings and would not alter the historic exterior appearance. He noted the request had
been reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commission and indicated he would be available to
answer questions when the agenda item is considered.

CONSENT AGENDA CA26-01

26C-0027 — APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF
DECEMBER 22, 2025

26C-0028 — APPROVAL OF THE 2026 ALICE T. VIRTUE MEMORIAL POOL OPENING PLAN

26C-0029 — APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF A SHARED VEHICLE FOR METER
READING & POLICE
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26C-0030 — APPROVAL OF PUBLIC WORKS SHOP EMERGENCY BOILER REPLACEMENT

26C-0031 — ACCEPTANCE OF DECEMBER 2025 FINANCIAL REPORT

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Gates, to approve Consent Agenda CA26-02.

Discussion: Westemeier inquired about the shared vehicle, as to if it will have lights and sirens
or will it be unmarked. He was advised that it will be unmarked.

Roll Call: AYES: Johnson, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Petitgout, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

26C-0013 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ON THE FISCAL YEARS 2027-2031 CAPITOL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN.

Motion: Gates moved, seconded by Westemeier, to approve the Fiscal Years 2027-31 Capital
Improvement Plan.

Discussion: Gates requested to add an item to the capital improvement budget to evaluate the
feasibility, and potentially future construction, of a secondary bridge across the river. The purpose
would be to ensure access for EMS, fire, and other emergency services in the event the existing
bridge is damaged or closed due to an accident. It was noted that while the project would be
costly, including it in the plan is necessary for long-term consideration and future funding
opportunities. Members acknowledged this issue has been discussed for years and expressed
support for adding it to the plan, with the intent to explore funding options and coordination with
IDOT over time.

Wienen requested to add a multi-year sidewalk plan similar to the road map, noting many
sidewalks need attention.

Discussion also focused on increasing investment in water meter replacements, particularly
commercial meters, to reduce revenue loss. It was suggested that addressing meter
replacements should be prioritized before major projects such as an addition to the public works
building.

Petitgout questioned if the water was being metered at the Public Works fill station. Oldenburg
responded, yes, it is recorded and is then reported to the Utility Clerk to be billed.

Tegtmeyer noted that sidewalk repairs are often coordinated with other infrastructure projects to
avoid repeated work. While sidewalks are not being ignored, timing repairs after underlying
projects are completed is more efficient. Improved communication with the public was suggested,
including clearer timelines explaining when sidewalk work is on hold due to scheduled future
projects

Mayor Renner emphasized balancing sidewalks, bridge planning, and water system needs within
available funding. The project order depends on budget and coordination with utilities, as
sidewalks and curbs are typically completed alongside street and water line work. It was clarified
that the request is for a sidewalk construction schedule or map—similar to the street plan—to
show planned and potential projects by year and improve public understanding, even if timelines
may shift.
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Johnson requested to include an option to convert the swimming pool from a chlorine system to a
saline system to reduce chemical purchases. It was agreed that this item could be discussed
further during budget review, with additional information to be gathered on feasibility, cost, and fit
within the overall budget.

Westemeier expressed concern that many sidewalks are in poor condition and cannot wait
several years for repair, as delays will worsen conditions. Members emphasized the need to
prioritize sidewalk repairs similarly to street projects and to take more proactive action. Concern
was raised about city-owned trees whose roots are damaging sidewalks, with a recommendation
to evaluate and remove trees that have no useful value and cause ongoing property damage.
Members agreed these issues are already on the city’s radar and emphasized addressing long-
standing priority items as funding allows.

Roll Call: AYES: Johnson, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Petitgout, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

26C-0032 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON AN APPEAL BY JOSEPH DILLON OF
A HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION DECISION DENYING INSTALLATION OF
EIGHT (8) NINYL DOUBLE-HUNG WINDOW ON THE FRONT PORCH AT 304 N DIVISION ST

Motion: Tegtmeyer moved, no second was made, motion died.

Motion: Petitgout moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve Joseph Dillons appeal of the HPC
decision, denying installation of eight vinyl double-hung windows on the front porch of 304 N
Division St., item 26C-0032

Discussion: Council discussed inconsistencies in HPC decisions regarding vinyl windows and
materials. It was noted that while vinyl is being phased out, it is not explicitly prohibited, leading to
confusion and perceived unfairness when similar requests receive different outcomes. Concerns
were raised about equity for prior applicants who were denied and incurred higher costs.
Members suggested the need to review and clarify HPC ordinances, rules, and guidelines to
ensure consistency, transparency, and clearer decision-making going forward.

Roll Call: AYES: Wienen, Petitgout
NAYS: Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Gates, Johnson, Renner

The motion was denied
No further action was taken.

26C-0033 — WATER AND SEWER OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE MONTHLY REPORT
FROM U.S. WATER

For the period of November 21 through December 19, the wastewater plant treated 10.48 million
gallons, and water production totaled 11.89 million gallons with a 78% billing rate. The December
utilities budget was over budget by $10,935.79. The report concluded with an offer to address any
question

26C-0034 — WARRANTS

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Johnson to approve the Warrants as presented, 26C-
0034.
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Discussion: Westemeier questioned the invoice for AGHL. He was advised it was remaining
amounts due.

Roll Call: AYES: Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

26C-0035 — ALDERPERSONS’ COMMENTS

Thank you —Council thanked U.S. Water and Public Works for fixing the water main break in
such severe weather so quickly.

Reimbursement- Gates would like to find a way to recoup some of the costs paid for the
lawsuit, since the city was found in compliance.

CodeRED-Tegtmeyer wanted residents to know that CodeRED is still not working but you can
receive Emergency notices by signing up on the city website.

26C-0036 — CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Comprehensive Plan — Oldenburg advised the approved Comprehensive Plan is available on
the City website to download.

26C-0037 — MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Renner thanked the City Crew and US Water for how fast and efficiently they worked so
no customers were without water.

Mayor Renner mentioned that it was Julia Grants 200t birthday.

26C-0038 - MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Johnson, to recess to Executive Session to discuss the
following:
e Section 2 (c) (1) — Employee Hiring, Firing, Compensation, Discipline and
Performance
e Section 2 (c) (5) — Purchase or Lease of Real Estate
Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.
The meeting recessed at 7:13 p.m.
The meeting was reconvened at 7:48 p.m.

26C-0039— ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Petitgout moved, seconded by Johnson, to adjourn.
Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner
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NAYS: None

The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Cassie Folks
Deputy City Clerk

26 January 2026
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