Regular Board Meeting 23 February 2026

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF 23 FEBRUARY 2026

26C-0061 — CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Renner called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Chambers at 101
Green Street on 23 February 2026.

26C-0062 — ROLL CALL

Upon roll call, the following members were present: Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer,
Westemeier, Wienen, Renner

26C-0063 — ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Mayor Renner announced a quorum of board members present to conduct city business.

26C-0064 — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge was recited.

26C-0065 - REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

No reports.

26C-0066 — CITIZENS COMMENTS

Art Ricker, 347 Gear — Art Ricker, Representative of the American Legion urged the council to
consider the honorary street signs for Terry Miller.

Michelle Finley, Galena EMS - Finley thanked the city for hosting the Galena 5K Stair
Challenge and noted that 2025 was the inaugural year of the event, organized by local EMS, fire,
police, and sheriff's departments. The event raised just over $7,000, which was used to purchase
equipment for several area first responder agencies. She expressed appreciation for the council’s
support and hopes to continue the event this year.

Dan Mather, 118 N. Main Street — Dan Mather, a resident of 118 South Main, addressed the
council regarding the city’s recent decision to prohibit the use of personal pickleball nets on the
public courts. He stated that last fall, residents were allowed to use temporary nets after the
permanent nets were removed, and the city website indicated the courts were open daily from
7:00 a.m. to dusk. Ahead of President’s Day, when warm weather was forecast and the ARC
facility was unavailable, players planned to bring their own nets to play; however, the city quickly
posted notices and updated the website to prohibit the practice following a complaint. Mather
noted that many surrounding communities allow public court use with personal nets when
permanent nets are down and that Galena appears to be an exception. He also referenced
significant private donations made toward the courts and asked the council to reconsider the
decision.

Denise Bennen, 3 Gear Street — Bennen spoke regarding the February 12, 2026, closure of the
pickleball courts. She noted that the posted rules still state the courts are open daily from 7:00
a.m. to dusk and expressed a desire to understand the reasoning behind the closure. Bennen
said she would welcome the opportunity to address any concerns, including potential liability or
weather-related issues, and hopes to work toward a reasonable solution.

CONSENT AGENDA CA26-04
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26C-0067 — APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF
FEBRUARY 9, 2026

26C-0068 — APPROVAL OF REQUEST BY GALENA FIRST RESPONDERS FOR THE
ANNUAL GALENA 5K STAIR CHALLENGE

26C-0069 — ACCEPTANCE OF JANUARY 2026 FINANCIAL REPORT

26C-0070 — APPROVAL OF THE EMERGENCY WELL #7 MOTOR AND PUMP ASSEMBLY
REPLACEMENT REQUEST FOR UPDATED AUTHORIZATION

26C-0071 — APPROVAL OF A REQUEST BY GALENA ARC FOR A PICKLEBALL
TOURNAMENT AT RECREATION PARK ON MAY 9 AND JULY 18, 2026

26C-0072 — APPROVAL OF A REQUEST BY GALENA COUNTRY TOURISM TO
REPURPOSE AN OLD TRAIN DEPOT BENCH

26C-0073 — APPROVAL OF A REQUEST BY CITY STAFF TO DISCONTINUE CASH
PAYMENTS IN CITY PARKING LOTS

26C-0074 — APPROVAL OF A HALF MARATHON/8K RUN ON GALENA RIVER TRAIL ON
OCTOBER 31, 2026

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Gates, to approve Consent Agenda CA26-04.
Discussion: Tegtmeyer asked whether the new pump comes with a warranty. Oldenburg
explained that each pump carries a manufacturer’'s warranty. The installation will also include a
standard one-year construction warranty.

Tegtmeyer also asked if the approval for the pickleball tournament includes the July 15, 2026,
date for the older age group division and was advised that it does.

Roll Call: AYES: Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

26C-0075 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON ZONING CALENDAR NO. 26A-01, A
REQUEST BY LUCAS BUSSAN AND CASSIE GUTZMAN FOR A MAP AMENDMENT OF
PARCEL 22-200-057-20 FROM LIMITED AGRICULTURE TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL

Motion: Tegtmeyer moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve Zoning Calendar No. 26A-01, a
request by Lucas Bussan and Cassie Gutzman for a map amendment of Parcel 22-200-057-20
from Limited Agriculture to Low Density Residential, 26C-0075.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.
26C-0076 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE FIRST READING OF AN

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP FOR PARCEL 22-200-057-20 FROM LIMITED
AGRICULTURE TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL
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Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Johnson, to approve the first reading and, waive the
second reading of an ordinance amending the zoning map for parcel 22-200-057-20 from Limited
Agriculture to Low Density Residential, 26C-0076.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

26C-0077 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE APPOINTMENT OF LT TIMOTHY
WUEBBEN AS POLICE CHIEF, EFFECTIVE MARCH 4, 2026

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Westemeier, to approve the appointment of Lt Timothy
Wuebben as Police Chief, effective March 4, 2025, 26C-0077.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

26C-0078 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE APPOINTMENT OF BRYSON
WINSKY AS CITY ENGINEER, EFFECTIVE MARCH 4, 2026

Motion: Tegtmeyer moved, seconded by Johnson, to approve the appointment of Bryson
Winsky as City Engineer, effective March 4, 2026, 26cC-0078.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

26C-0079 — FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF REAL
ESTATE AT 11420 DANDAR STREET

Motion: Westemeier moved, seconded by Gates, to approve the first reading and waive the
second reading of an ordinance approving the purchase of real estate at 11420 Dandar Street,
26C-0079.

Discussion: Mayor Renner questioned if the council wished to waive the second reading of the
ordinance. It was noted that waving the second reading is possible, but the ordinance would still
require two consecutive public notices in the newspaper and a 30-day waiting period before
taking effect. This ensures the public still has an opportunity to review and comment. Members
agreed that waving the second reading would not shorten the public notice period.

Roll Call: AYES: Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.
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26C-0080 — FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF
MUNICIPALLY OWNED PERSONAL PROPERTY, INCLUDING A 2018 JOHN DEERE 524
LOADER

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Westemeier, to approve the first reading of an ordinance
authorizing the sale of municipally owned personal property, including a 2018 John Deere 524
loader, 26C-0080.

Discussion: Tegtmeyer asked whether a new loader is really needed since the current one,
valued at a minimum bid of $110,000, still works. Oldenburg explained that the existing unit is
from 2018, and they typically rotate equipment after a certain time to avoid increasing
maintenance issues. He noted that the current equipment still has good resale value.

Roll Call: AYES: Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

26C-0081 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PURCHASE OF A 2026 JOHN
DEERE 524P LOADER

Motion: Westemeier moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve the purchase of a 2026 John
Deere 524P loader from Martin Equipment in the amount of $221,673, 26C-0081.

Discussion: The new equipment purchase will coincide with the sale of the older unit. The city
will retain the old unit until the new one is received. The minimum bid for the old unit is set at
$110,000.

Roll Call: AYES: Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.
26C-0082 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REQUEST BY THE AMERICAN

LEGION TO INSTALL HONORARY STREET SIGNS FOR TERRY MILLER ON BOUTHILLIER
STREET

Motion: Westemeier moved, seconded by Gates, to approve the request by the American
Legion to install honorary street signs for Terry Miller on Bouthillier Street, 26C-0082.

Discussion: Council members discussed honorary street signage for Terry Miller on Bouthillier
Street, consisting of three weather-resistant signs, two feet by six inches, placed at the entrance,
middle and end of the parking lot. Council discussed placement, visibility, color choices
appropriate for the historic district, and whether a plaque might better explain Miller’s
contributions.

Concerns were raised about precedent for future signage and the duration the signs would
remain. It was agreed that signs should be maintained until they deteriorate. The council clarified
that the city has discretion to remove the signs sooner if necessary.

Roll Call: AYES: Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

26C-0083 — WARRANTS
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Motion: Tegtmeyer moved, seconded by Johnson to approve the Warrants as presented, 26C-
0083.
Discussion: None.
Roll Call: AYES: Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: Wienen

The motion carried.

26C-0084 — ALDERPERSONS’ COMMENTS

Pickleball Courts — Gates recommended establishing a clear policy on the pickleball courts as to
when the courts are open or closed, who may use them, and whether temporary nets are
allowed, so players have a clear understanding of access and rules. Wienen agreed, adding she
would like the rules for the pickleball courts to be more clearly defined.

Jo Daviess County Empowerment Alliance Meet & Greet — Tegtmeyer reminded all the Meet
& Greet will be held on February 24, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. at the Desoto House. The event gives
people the opportunity to meet local law enforcement. It is free and open to the public. Questions
may be asked in both English and Spanish.

GHS Speech Team — Tegtmeyer congratulated the speech team for competing at state on
Saturday. Galena was represented in multiple events.

GHS Academic Bowl — Tegtmeyer announced the Academic Bowl team went 7-0 at the Masonic
Academic Bowl. They will be advancing to state in two weeks.

Dream of Galena Play — Tegtmeyer reminded everyone the play will be held at Turner Hall
Thursday-Saturday at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday at 2:00 p.m. She encouraged all to attend.

Broad Ideas Art Show — Tegtmeyer shared the Broad Ideas Art Show will be opening on
February 28" from 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Pickleball — Johnson expressed interest in clarifying the rules and schedule for use of the
pickleball courts. She would like to see guidance on when the courts are available for public use
and whether individuals may bring their own nets.

26C-0085 — CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Parking Enforcement — Over the past two weeks, police have focused on parking enforcement
in the downtown area. Approximately fourteen tickets were issued over the last two weekends.

Zoning Audit — The Zoning Audit is currently underway.

Historic Preservation Audit — Staff is currently gathering information for a historic preservation
audit to compare with the Comprehensive Plan implementation section.

Congratulations — Oldenburg congratulated Chief Hefel on his retirement and thanked him for
his years of service.

Promotion — Oldenburg congratulated Lieutenant Wuebben on his promotion to Chief of Police.
Welcome — Oldenburg welcomed new City Engineer, Bryson Winsky.

26C-0086 — MAYOR'’S REPORT
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Mayor Renner thanked Chief Eric Hefel for his service to the City of Galena, wished Tim
Wuebben the best of luck in his new position as Chief and welcomed Bryson Winsky to the staff.

26C-0087— ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Johnson moved, seconded by Westemeier, to adjourn.
Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
MW—QQ)@'\-\\A»\M

Mary Beth Hyde
City Clerk



