
Regular Board Meeting  27 April 2026 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF 27 APRIL 2026 
 

26C-0163 – CALL TO ORDER 
  
Mayor Renner called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Chambers at 101 
Green Street on 27 April 2026.   
 
26C-0164 – ROLL CALL 
 
Upon roll call, the following members were present: Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, 
Westemeier, Wienen, Renner 
 
26C-0165 – ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
 
Mayor Renner announced a quorum of board members present to conduct city business.  
 
26C-0166 – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge was recited.  
 
26C-0167 - REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
No reports.   
 
26C-0168 – CITIZENS COMMENTS 

Tessa Flack, Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical Society, 513 Bouthillier St. – Flack 
addressed the council on behalf of the Historical Society regarding the conservation of the Peace 
In Union painting and its frame. She explained that research indicates the painting and frame are 
original to each other and date back to approximately 1895. Based on this information, she 
encouraged the council to pursue full conservation of both the painting and the frame rather than 
partial work. Although this option represents the highest cost, she noted it would likely eliminate 
the need for additional conservation for 50 years or more. Flack stated that the Historical Society 
expects to spend an additional $25,000 for transportation, removal, and reinstallation of the piece, 
and clarified the funds requested would be used solely for conservation and restoration. 

CONSENT AGENDA CA26-08 
 

26C-0169 – APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF 
APRIL 13, 2026 
 
26C-0170 – ACCEPTANCE OF MARCH 2026 FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
26C-0171 – APPROVAL OF A PROPOSAL BY COMMUNITY FUNDING AND PLANNING 
SERVICES (CFPS) FOR SERVICES TO APPLY FOR A GRANT WITH ILEPA FOR LEAD 
SERVICE LINE INVENTORY 
 
26C-0172 – APPROVAL OF SEASONAL POOL EMPLOYEE POSITIONS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 2.6 OF THE CITY OF GALENA PERSONNEL POLICY HANDBOOK 
 
26C-0173 – APPROVAL OF TOUR OPERATOR LICENSE RENEWALS FOR THE PERIOD 
MAY 1, 2026, THROUGH APRIL 30, 2027 
 
26C-0174 – APPROVAL OF FIREARMS, WEAPONS OR MUNITIONS DEALER LICENSE 
RENEWALS FOR THE PERIOD MAY 1, 2026, THROUGH APRIL 30, 2027 
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26C-0175 – APPROVAL OF A REQUEST BY GALENA HIGH SCHOOL FOR THE 2026 GHS 
HOMECOMING PARADE ON SEPTEMBER 18, 2026, AT 4:00 P.M. 
 
26C-0176 – APPROVAL OF A CHANGE ORDER FOR ADDITIONAL WORK ON THE 2026 
POOL RESURFACING/PAINTING PROJECT FOR $17,825.00 
 
26C-0177 –WATER AND SEWER OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE MONTHLY REPORT 
FROM U.S. WATER 
 
Tegtmeyer requested item 26C-0175 be removed from the consent agenda.   
 
Motion:   Tegtmeyer moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve Consent Agenda CA26-08 with 
the exception of item 26C-0175.    
 
Discussion:  None. 
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner 

        NAYS:  Gates 
    

The motion carried. 
 
26C-0174 – APPROVAL OF FIREARMS, WEAPONS OR MUNITIONS DEALER LICENSE 
RENEWALS FOR THE PERIOD MAY 1, 2026, THROUGH APRIL 30, 2027 
 
Motion:   Wienen moved, seconded by Petitgout, to approve the firearms, weapons, and 
munitions dealer license renewals for the period May 1, 2026, through April 30, 2027, 26C-0174.   
 
Discussion:  Tegtmeyer raised concern the applications and supporting paperwork were not 
included in the packet.  She was concerned with voting on an item without reviewing the 
documentation.  Mayor Renner noted applications could have been reviewed at city hall prior to 
the meeting.   
 
Johnson stated she has not received any complaints from residents this year.  Others agreed, 
stating they haven’t heard of any recent problems or violations.   
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Renner 

        NAYS:  Tegtmeyer 
    

The motion carried. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
26C-0178 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REQUEST BY GALENA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT ON A 10-YEAR CONTRACT WITH AXON FOR BUNDLED SERVICES 
 
Motion:   Westemeier moved, seconded by Gates, to approve the request by the Galena Police 
Department for a 10-year contract with Axon for bundled services with the addition of an early 
termination clause after 5 years, 26C-0178.    
 
Discussion:  Council discussed details of the agreement, including contract terms, costs, and 
data usage. It was clarified that if the agreement were terminated at the five-year mark, the city 
would not be responsible for the additional costs associated with the full ten-year term. The 
agreement will include one license plate reader which will be mounted on a post.  Discussion also 
addressed data sharing, with clarification that license plate information is accessed through the 
National Crime Information Center (NCIC) and may be shared with law enforcement agencies as 
needed. The Police Chief confirmed that video data from squad cars and body cameras is 
primarily retained within the department but may be shared with state’s attorneys or other 
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agencies for investigative purposes and is subject to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests 
when applicable. Retention periods vary depending on the nature of the incident. Council 
members also inquired about potential hidden or additional costs; the Chief stated that the ten-
year program includes equipment, training, replacements, and certain future technology updates, 
with no additional costs unless the city chooses to add new items outside the scope of the 
agreement. 
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Renner 

        NAYS:  None 
    

The motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
26C-0179 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A SUBSEQUENT REQUEST BY 
GALENA-JO DAVIESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR THE PEACE IN UNION 
PAINTING CONSERVATION 
 
Motion:   Gates moved, seconded by Johnson, to approve item number 26C-0179 to fully fund 
the complete restoration of the painting and the frame.  Further, he requests the historical society 
place a donation box in front of the painting after it’s hung to offset the city’s cost of restoration.    
Gates would like Galena Country Tourism and the Galena Foundation to consider giving a 
donation to help offset the cost.  Amended to include a not-to-exceed amount of $75,780.   
 
Discussion:  Council agreed that full restoration is preferable to phased work, noting it would 
avoid future disruption and additional costs. Initial cost estimates were significantly lower, but 
updated quotes for restoration of the painting and frame increased to approximately $76,000.  
The Historical Society noted it is pursuing grants and other funding sources and has secured 
limited transportation funding. 

Tegtmeyer questioned if there would be any public engagement opportunities related to the 
painting and restoration.  Flack advised they do will be creating a short video on the restoration.   

Amended 
Motion:  Gates moved, seconded by Johnson, to amend the motion to include a not-to-exceed 
amount of $75,780.   
 
Discussion:  None. 
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner 

        NAYS:  None 
    

The motion carried. 
 
Main Motion 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner 

        NAYS:  None 
    

The motion carried. 
 
26C-0180 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REQUEST BY KIWANIS CLUB OF 
GALENA FOR 4TH OF JULY EVENT ACTIVITIES AND ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
 
A motion was made and later rescinded to approve funding $6,500.  Council requested a detailed 
cost breakdown before giving final approval.   
 
Motion:   Wienen moved, seconded by Johnson, to table item 26C-0180.       
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26C-0181 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A CONTRACT FOR THE 2026 
STREET REPAVING PROGRAM 
 
The following bids were received:   
 
Contractor Base Bid Alternate Bid Total Bid 
    
Helm Civil $180,709.00 -- $180,709.00 
BlueBird Contracting, Inc. $192,209.05 -- $192,209.05 
 
 
Motion:   Tegtmeyer moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve the contract for the 2026 street 
paving program with Helm Civil in the amount of $180,709, 26C-0181.     
 
Discussion:  None.  
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Renner 

        NAYS:  None 
    

The motion carried. 
 
26C-0182 – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REQUEST BY CITY CLERK FOR A 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT REGARDING CLASS “E” LIQUOR LICENSE 
 
Motion:   Westemeier moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve the request for an ordinance 
amendment to change the Class E One Day License to a Special Event License, 26C-0182.   
 
Discussion:  None.  
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner 

        NAYS:  None 
    

The motion carried. 
 
26C-0183 – WARRANTS 
 
Motion:  Gates moved, seconded by Tegtmeyer to approve the Warrants as presented, 26C-
0183.   
 
Discussion:   None.   
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner 

        NAYS:  None 
    

The motion carried. 
    

26C-0184 – ALDERPERSONS’ COMMENTS 
 
Wonderful weekend for the boy scouts.   
 
Lessons/Pool Passes – Johnson reminded everyone that lesson registration and pool passes 
are available on the city’s website.   
 
Rest in Peace – Tegtmeyer expressed her sympathy to the family of Cindy Pepple.   
 
Lena – Tegtmeyer thanked everyone who rallied around Lena after the tornado.   
 



Regular Board Meeting  27 April 2026 

Stop Sign – Tegtmeyer stated she has had neighbors request to have the stop sign put back at 
Gear and West Street.  She would like to explore what needs to be done to make this happen.   
 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month – Tegtmeyer reminded all that it is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month.  She placed flyers in the entryway.   
 
Congratulations – Tegtmeyer congratulated the Galena High School scholastic bowl team on 
competing in nationals.  They placed 33rd overall and 8th in the small school teams.   
 
Sidewalks – Westemeier questioned if the list of sidewalks would be put in the newspaper, so 
people are aware of which sidewalks are going to be done this year.   
 
Bridge Work – Gates reminded citizens that starting May 4th, work will begin on the bridge.  He 
urged everyone to allow extra time.   
 
Honor Flight – Westemeier stated he would not be at the next meeting as he will be on an Honor 
Flight.   
 
26C-0185 – CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Lessons/Pool Passes – Oldenburg noted lessons and pool passes will go on sale May 1st.   
 
Yard Waste Pickup – Yard waste pickup will be every Tuesday in May.  Citizens must call city 
hall prior to noon on Monday to schedule their pickup.   
 
Pickleball -  The grand opening will be held Saturday, May 9th at 10:00 a.m.   
 
Open Burn – Open burn will be May 7-10.  See the website for more information.   
 
26C-0186 – MAYOR’S REPORT  
 
Condolences – Mayor Renner sends his condolences to the family of Cindy Pepple.   
 
Boy Scout Weekend – The weekend went well.   
 
Congratulations – Mayor Renner congratulated Jerry Westemeier, Tim Petitgout, Toby 
Petitgout, John Saam, Dick Randecker and  Dan Laity on their Honor Flight and thanked them for 
their service.   
 
25C-0187 - MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Motion:   Wienen moved, seconded by Westemeier, to recess to Executive Session to discuss 
the following: 
 

 Section 2 (c) (1) – Employee Hiring, Firing, Compensation, Discipline and 
Performance 

 Section 2 (c) (21) – Review of Executive Session Minutes 
 
Discussion:  None. 
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Renner 

        NAYS:  None 
    

The motion carried. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:04 p.m.  
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The meeting was reconvened at 7:35 p.m. 
 
26C-0188– ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion:  Gates moved, seconded by Westemeier, to adjourn.  
 
Discussion:   None. 
 
Roll Call:     AYES:  Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Johnson, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Renner 

        NAYS:  None 
    

The motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Beth Hyde 
City Clerk 
 


