Regular Board Meeting 28 April 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF 28 APRIL 2025

25C-0152 — CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Renner called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Chambers at 101
Green Street on 28 April 2025.

25C-0153 — ROLL CALL

Upon roll call, the following members were present: Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier,
Wienen, Renner

Behlke (joined via teleconference)

25C-0154 — ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Mayor Renner announced a quorum of board members present to conduct City business.

Motion: Westemeier moved, seconded by Kieffer, to allow Alderperson Behlke to join the
meeting via teleconference.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

25C-0155 — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge was recited.

25C-0156 - REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Comprehensive Plan - A joint meeting was held involving the Planning Commission, Zoning
Board of Appeals, and Historic Preservation Commission.

Houseal Lavigne staff presented draft chapters of the Comprehensive Plan, covering:

Community profiles

Vision and goals

Land use and development

Economic development

Housing and neighborhoods
Transportation and mobility
Community facilities and infrastructure

O O O O O O O

Detailed maps and recommendations were included in the presentation.

The implementation chapter will be presented soon. Board members were encouraged to ask
questions and give feedback; public feedback is still being accepted via city staff or the
Comprehensive Plan website (linked on the city homepage).

The draft plan is available online. The planning process is in its final phase. A community open
house will be held this summer at City Hall, followed by a Planning Commission meeting. The
plan will then go to the City Council for a public hearing and adoption.
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25C-0157 — CITIZENS COMMENTS

Dr. Quentin Sprenglemeyer, 411 Park Avenue — Sprengelmeyer spoke in opposition to the
renewal of the firearm permit at a residential property located at 510 Park Avenue.

He voiced concern for safety as children regularly play in yards and shared driveways near where
the firearms are being sold. There have been instances where customers displayed purchased
firearms in their cars near children.

Increased vehicle activity has resulted in frequent U-turns at the busy Monroe and Park Avenue
intersection. Sprenglemeyer reported witnessing near-accidents involving vehicles and
pedestrians.

He further voiced concern with property values. The presence of a home-based firearms
business may deter potential homebuyers, potentially affecting neighborhood property values.

Sprenglemeyer was concerned that flamethrowers were allegedly being sold from the property,
questioning whether this aligns with the community's values and image, particularly near Grant
Park and city events.

He urged the council to carefully consider these concerns when reviewing the permit renewal.

LIQUOR COMMISSION

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Kieffer to adjourn as the city council and reconvene as
the liquor commission.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Behlke, Johnson, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.
25C-0158 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON AN APPLICATION FOR A CLASS D

CORPORATION LIQUOR LICENSE BY CURTIS E. GATES FOR TAQUITOS, LLC, DBA
REYNA’S TACO BAR, 239 N. MAIN STREET

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Tegtmeyer to approve the application for a Class D
Corporation Liquor License by Curtis E. Gates for Taquitos, LLC, DBA Reyna’s Taco Bar, 239 N.
Main Street, 25C-0158.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Behlke, Johnson, Kieffer, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Westemeier to adjourn as the liguor commission and
reconvene as the city council.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Westemeier, Wienen, Behlke, Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Renner
NAYS: None
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The motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA CA25-8

25C-0159 — APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF
APRIL 14, 2025

25C-0160 — APPROVAL OF TOUR OPERATOR LICENSE RENEWALS FOR THE PERIOD
MAY 1, 2025, THROUGH APRIL 30, 2026

25C-0161 — APPROVAL OF A TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANY LICENSE FOR
RASIER, LLC (DBA UBER) FOR THE PERIOD MAY 1. 2025, THROUGH APRIL 30, 2026

25C-0163 — APPROVAL OF THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF JOHN ROSENTHAL TO THE

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS FOR A TERM ENDING MAY 1, 2030

25C-0164 — APPROVAL OF THE APPOINTMENT OF BRANDON BEHLKE TO THE ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS FOR A TERM ENDING JULY 31, 2029

25C-0165 — APPROVAL OF A REQUEST BY THE ILLINOIS GRAPE GROWERS & VINTNERS
ALLIANCE FOR THE ANNUAL CORKLESS IN GALENA EVENT, JUNE 21, 2025

25C-0166 — APPROVAL OF SEASON POOL EMPLOYEE POSITIONS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 2.6 OF THE CITY OF GALENA PERSONNEL POLICY HANDBOOK

25C-0167 — APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF NEW DELL DESKTOP COMPUTERS FOR
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT FROM JL TECH IN THE AMOUNT OF $19,900

25C-0168 — APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF HIGHWAY 20 TRAFFIC SIGNAL RADAR
DETECTION ELECTRICAL WORKWITH A & G ELECTRIC IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000 PER
INTERSECTION

25C-0169 — APPROVAL OF PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT JOB CLASSIFICATION MOVE
FROM LABORER TO OPERATOR 2 FOR TRAVIS HEUER WITH HOURLY PAY INCREASE
OF $1 EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2025

25C-0170 — APPROVAL OF A REQUEST BY SUSIE DROESSLER TO SERVE AS THE
MARKET MANAGER FOR THE GALENA FARMERS’ MARKET, SATURDAY MORNINGS,
MAY 17-OCTOBER 25, 2025

25C-0171 — ACCEPTANCE OF THE MARCH 2025 FINANCIAL REPORT

Tegtmeyer requested item 25C-0162 be removed from the consent agenda.

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Kieffer to approve Consent Agenda CA25-8.

Discussion: Tegtmeyer raised concern with including the appointment of Brandon Behlke to the
Zoning Board of Appeals on the consent agenda. She felt it should have been separate, to allow
for individual consideration and to prevent conflict of interest in voting.

Tegtmeyer stated she would also like to see more transparency and a process for appointing
individuals to the zoning board and similar positions. She suggested advertising open positions
more actively to the community.
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Roll Call: AYES: Wienen, Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: Behlke

The motion carried.

25C-0162 — APPROVAL OF FIREARMS, WEAPONS OR MUNITIONS DEALER LICENSE
RENEWALS FOR THE PERIOD MAY 1, 2025, THROUGH APRIL 30, 2026

Motion: Tegtmeyer moved, seconded by Johnson, to deny the license for Michael Blaum,
Leadmine Boomsticks, LLC.

Tegtmeyer noted both applicants have followed the law and have done everything correctly under
the current licensing. She noted the zoning ordinance was updated in November, which now
prohibits ammunition dealers in residential zones. The ordinance also explicitly states that
licenses shall not be issued for properties in residential districts or for properties occupied as a
residence.

Tegtmeyer advised that the current license does not mention a grandfather clause. There was
disagreement among council members about whether the business qualifies as "grandfathered
in." Attorney Nack clarified that “grandfathered in” means the business was in existence when
the ordinance was changed. Therefore, he is grandfathered in. Nack advised if someone is
grandfathered in under the original ordinance, they must adhere to the current renewal
procedures and requirements as stipulated in the city’s code.

The maijority of council members feel the business is legally compliant and has the proper federal,
state and city approvals.

Roll Call: AYES: Johnson, Tegtmeyer
NAYS: Behlke, Kieffer, Westemeier, Wienen

The motion was denied.

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Kieffer to approve the firearms, weapons or munitions
dealer license renewals for the period May 1, 2025, through April 30, 2026, 25C-0162.

Discussion: Tegtmeyer recommended staff review the paperwork and potentially update the
zoning ordinance to address grandfathering.

Roll Call: AYES: Kieffer, Westemeier, Behlke, Wienen
NAYS: Johnson, Tegtmeyer

The motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

25C-0172 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REQUEST BY POLICE OFFICER
ELI BARTHEL FOR A VARIANCE FROM THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT

Motion: Kieffer moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve the request by Police Officer Eli
Barthel for a variance from the residency requirement to live twenty-seven air miles outside of
Galena.

Discussion: Council noted it is only two miles outside of the residency requirement.
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Roll Call: AYES: Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Behlke, Johnson, Renner
NAYS: None
The motion carried.

25C-0173 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PURCHASE OF PICKLEBALL
COURT EQUIPMENT

Company Equipment Price
National Sports Products, Nets, posts, pipe anchors, post sleeves, $26,850.20
Eldridge, lowa center straps and cabana benches
Belson Outdoors, Bleachers $ 1,764.96
Naperville, IL

Motion: Johnson moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve the purchase of pickleball court
equipment from National Sports Products in the amount of $26,580 and bleachers from Belson
Outdoors for $1,764, 25C-0173.

Tegtmeyer expressed concern about an additional $30,000 being added to a project now totaling
approximately $500,000, which significantly exceeds the city's originally stated contribution of
$150,000. Other members noted the value pickleball courts bring to the community, including
tourism, local engagement, and increased food & beverage tax revenue.

Tegtmeyer requested more transparency on funding sources for ongoing park expenses. A
suggestion was made to consider tournaments at the pickleball courts as a means of generating
revenue to help cover future costs.

Westemeier proposed moving the unused 3-row bleachers from the underutilized ballpark to the
pickleball courts instead of purchasing new ones. Oldenburg clarified that the $1,700 bleacher
cost is already covered by donated funds, and bleachers are already sponsored, so no change to
the budget is necessary.

Roll Call: AYES: Westemeier, Wienen, Behlke, Johnson, Kieffer, Renner
NAYS: Tegtmeyer

The motion carried.

25C-0174 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE PURCHASE OF A NEW TRUCK
WITH EQUIPMENT FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

New 2025 Truck:

Dealership Business Location | Make Price Trade-in | Total Cost
Barkau Stockton, IL Dodge Ram 5500 | $66,798 | $35,000 | $31,798
Automotive

Galena Galena, IL Dodge Ram 5500 | $65,739 | $27,000 | $38,739
Chrysler

Pioneer Ford | Platteville, WI Ford F-550 $65,995 | $36,000 | $29,995
Runde East Dubugue, IL Ford F-550 $69,000 | $34,000 | $35,500

Truck Equipment:

| Company | Business Location | Equipment | Price
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Grant County Truck Kieler, WI Box, spreader plow, all wiring $49,956.90
Bodies and installation
Monroe Truck Equipment | Monroe, WI Box, spreader plow, all wiring $57,085.00

and installation

Motion: Kieffer moved, seconded by Westemeier, to approve the purchase of a 2025 Ford F-
550 from Pioneer Ford in the amount of $31,934 and the purchase of truck equipment from Grant
County Truck Bodies in the amount of $49,956.90, 25C-0174.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Westemeier, Wienen, Behlke, Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

25C-0175 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A TASK ORDER WITH ORIGIN
DESIGN FOR ELM STREET WATER MAIN EXTENSION

Motion: Tegtmeyer moved, seconded by Westemeier, to approve the task order agreement with
Origin Design in the amount of $15,400 for design work for the 2025 Elm Street Water Main
Extension with the estimated overall project to be approximately $120,000, 25C-0175.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Wienen, Behlke, Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

25C-0176 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REQUEST FOR A CURB CUT AT
408 BROADWAY STREET

Motion: Westemeier moved, seconded by Wienen, to approve the request for a curb cut at 408
Broadway Street, 25C-0176.

Discussion: The applicant is proposing to remove the steps and sidewalks to allow better
vehicle access to the back of the property. The proposal will eliminate two existing parking stalls
to make room for driveway access.

Council agreed that, although parking will be reduced, facilitating access for the property owner
would justify the changes, especially if it keeps cars off the street.

Roll Call: AYES: Wienen, Behlke, Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

25C-0177 — U.S. WATER MONTHLY WATER AND SEWER OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE REPORT

Andrew Schuler presented the US Water Operations Report for the month of March.
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Wastewater treated was 11.7 million gallons. Water production was 12.4 million gallons
produced with 51 percent billed. This amount compared to prior periods is down. The cause is
unclear, but conditions seem to be improved.

Schuler reported the following upcoming activities: Leak detection survey, hydrant flushing in
June and July and semiannual lead and copper sampling.

Council discussed the discrepancy in gallons produced vs. what the city is billing. Many water
meters are outdated, particularly large ones, which may explain inaccurate readings and unbilled
usage. The goal is to reduce the water loss to around 16%, a more industry-typical standard.

Council would like to see a more aggressive approach to meter replacement with the use of smart
meters which would allow for daily automatic reporting capabilities via towers/satellites.

Wienen would like to see an emphasis on calculating the return on the investment of smart
meters, especially for large consumers like commercial buildings and schools. A request was
made for a joint analysis between Andrew Schuler and Matt Oldenburg to quantify water loss and
potential billing recovery.

A combination of old infrastructure and breaks (e.g., four water main breaks last month) continues
to contribute to losses. Schuler stated future steps include routine leak detection surveys,
potentially hiring outside specialists or considering advanced tools like satellite leak detection
which is expensive.

Council suggested Schuler consult with other municipalities or upper-level US Water leadership
to share best practices, especially regarding smart meter implementation.

The smart meters would require not just hardware but also software and data storage for
analytics and alerts. The current meters can be retrofitted to support smart functions, but system-
wide infrastructure investment is needed to modernize the entire metering process.

Council agreed that action must be taken soon to reduce the water loss and billing gaps. Meter
upgrades are no longer seen as a "wish list" item but a critical need.

25C-0178 — WARRANTS

Motion: Wienen moved, seconded by Johnson, to approve the Warrants as presented, 25C-
0178.

Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Behlke, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.

25C-0179 — ALDERPERSONS’ COMMENTS

Galena High School Scholastic Bowl — Tegtmeyer congratulated the team for competing at
nationals in Chicago. They finished 33rd out of eighty-eight teams in the small school division,
with an 8-2 record on Saturday.

Comprehensive Plan Feedback - Tegtmeyer thanked Hillary for summarizing the
comprehensive plan meeting. She recommended an ongoing survey platform outside of the
comprehensive plan to address recurring community issues like parking and housing.
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Ipads - Tegtmeyer requested new iPads for the city council due to current struggles with
outdated technology.

Website Photos — Tegtmeyer requested updated photos on the city website, specifically in color,
for a fresh look.

Upcoming Events — Tegtmeyer reminded everyone open burn will be May 15 through May 4"
(weather permitting). All areas of the dog park are expected to reopen on May 15 and the Stair
challenge registration opens May 15t

Lesson Registrations — Johnson reminded everyone the pool will be accepting applications for
swimming lessons and passes will be available for purchase.

Field Street Railing - Wienen voiced concern with the metal railing along Field Street. While
there are temporary signs up stating “Do Not Use,” people are still using the sidewalk, creating a
safety hazard. Wienen recommended cutting the poles down if the railing installation is still
delayed.

Boy Scouts Weekend — Westemeier stated there was a great turnout and weather this past
weekend for the scouts with approximately 3,500 attendees. There were no reported issues.

Open Burn Policy — Westemeier noted open burn is currently permitted for only four days, twice
a year. He recommended expanding it to five days per period. He noted that many residents
have already begun burning earlier (e.g., in April), so adjusting the schedule may better align with
actual usage.

Thank you — Behlke thanked the council for letting him join the council and wished everyone
luck.

25C-0180 — CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Lead Service Line Project — The underground work is complete. Restoration work begins this
week and is expected to be completed by the end of May.

Highway Concrete Patching — IDOT will be doing concrete patching between McDonald’'s and
Industrial Park. It is estimated to take a couple of weeks.

Open Burn — Open burn is scheduled for Thursday, May 1 through Sunday, May 4. Full
regulations are available on the city website. Burning is limited to landscaping materials only.

Pickleball Donations Update — Since March 20, an additional $22,440 has been raised for a
total of $140,740. An additional $10,000 has been committed, pending receipt.

Pool Slide — Slide materials have been delayed until June. Installation has been postponed to
the fall.

25C-0181 — MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Renner thanked Brandon Behlke for his time on the council and looks forward to having
him participate on the zoning board.

Mayor Renner reminded everyone of the burn regulations stating if the county burn ban is still in
force, burning will not be allowed. He urged everyone if it is windy to please use common sense
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and not burn. The city landfill is open every day for leaves and yard waste and the city will be
doing curbside pickup in May.

25C-0182 — ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Johnson moved, seconded by Wienen, to adjourn.
Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Behlke, Johnson, Kieffer, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner
NAYS: None

The motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
MW—QQ)@'\-\\A»\M

Mary Beth Hyde
City Clerk



