Regular Board Meeting 26 May 2026
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF 26 MAY 2026
26C-0212 — CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Renner called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Chambers at 101 Green
Street on 26 May 2026.

26C-0213 — ROLL CALL

Upon roll call, the following members were present: Gates, Petitgout, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner.
Absent: Johnson and Tegtmeyer.

26C-0214 — ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM

Mayor Renner announced a quorum of board members present to conduct city business.

Motion: Westemeier moved, seconded by Wienen, to allow Alderperson Tegtmeyer to join the meeting
electronically.

Discussion: None.

Roll call: AYES: Petitgout, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Renner.
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Johnson, Tegtmeyer

The motion carried.
Tegtmeyer joined the meeting electronically.

26C-0215 — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge was recited.

26C-0216 — REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

No reports.

26C-0217 — CITIZENS COMMENTS

None.

CONSENT AGENDA CA26-10

26C-0218 — APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 11,
2026

26C-0219 — APPROVAL OF A PROPOSAL BY STRAND ASSOCIATES FOR A WATER AND SEWER
RATE STUDY FOR $14,000.00

26C-0220 — APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT 25-03 FOR FISCAL YEAR-END FUND
ADJUSTMENTS

26C-0221 — ACCEPTANCE OF THE APRIL 2026 FINANCIAL REPORT

Motion: Motion by Wienen, seconded by Gates, to approve Consent Agenda CA26-10.
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Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Renner.
ABSENT: Johnson.

The motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

26C-0222 — PRESENTATION BY GALENA COUNTRY TOURISM OF THEIR FY26 Q3 (JAN-MAR)
REPORT

Terry Mattson, CEO/President, gave the quarterly report for Galena Country Tourism.

Mattson provided handouts to the council including the Enjoy lllinois publication, with a Galena Country
Tourism double truck advertisement, and other local tourism brochures and the FY 26 Q3 report.

Mattson discussed the visitor profile information, length of stay and web engagement statistics. He
provided updates on social media engagement as well as the new Galena Country app and website
statistics.

Recent special recognition for the destination includes being named a Best Small Town by Midwest Living
magazine and in the top 1 percent of all destinations by Trip Advisor. Information was shared about
advertising campaigns and the upcoming awards dinner. Mattson highlighted record lodging revenues for
the second consecutive year and increased occupancy rates.

Mattson said the destination is currently pacing ahead of 2025.

Westemeier asked about weekday occupancy. Mattson said Galena Country is making progress on mid-
week stays.

26C-0223 — APPROVAL OF A SUPPLEMENTAL RESOLUTION FOR MAINTENANCE OF STREETS
AND HIGHWAYS (MOTOR FUEL TAX RESOLUTION) FOR 2025

Motion: Motion by Westemeier, seconded by Gates, to approve the Supplemental Resolution for
Maintenance of Streets and Highways (Motor Fuel Tax Resolution) for 2025.

Discussion: None

Roll Call: AYES: Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Petitgout, Renner
ABSENT: Johnson

The motion carried.

26C-0224 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON STAFF ORGANIZATIONAL ADJUSTMENTS,
EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2026

Motion: Motion by Petitgout, seconded by Gates, to approve the staff organizational adjustments,
effective June 1, 2026.

Discussion: Petitgout said he met with the city administrator and learned Oldenburg based this
recommendation on guidance from the lllinois Municipal League. Petitgout believes it is well thought out
and the city needs to move forward with the changes. Renner agreed.

Roll Call: AYES: Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Renner
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ABSENT: Johnson
The motion carried.
26C-0225 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE APPOINTMENT OF HILLARY

DICKERSON AS CITY CLERK TO FULFILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM EANDING APRIL 30, 2027,
EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2026

Motion: Motion by Westemeier, seconded by Gates, to appoint Hillary Dickerson as city clerk to fulfill the
unexpired term ending April 30, 2027, effective June 1, 2026.

Discussion: Westemeier said a city clerk is needed.

Roll Call: AYES: Wienen, Gates, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Renner
ABSENT: Johnson

The motion carried.

26C-0226 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE APPOINTMENT OF SAM WHITE AS
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR, EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2026

Motion: Motion by Gates, seconded by Petitgout, to appoint Sam White as Zoning Administrator, effective
June 1, 2026.

Discussion: Gates pointed out that Jonathan Miller will still be available to assist with zoning issues.
Renner noted White has been involved with zoning for the past two years.

Roll Call: AYES: Gates, Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Renner
ABSENT: Johnson

The motion carried.

26C-0227 — WATER AND SEWER OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE MONTHLY REPORT FROM
U.S. WATER

Andrew Schuler presented the U.S. Water Water and Sewer Operations and Maintenance Report from
March 21 to April 20.

26C-0228 — DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO ENTER INTO RENEGOTIATION OR
TERMINATION OF THE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH U.S. WATER CORP.

Motion: Motion by Wienen, seconded by Gates, to enter into termination of the operations and
maintenance agreement with U.S. Water Corporation.

Discussion: Wienen said she suggested almost two years ago bringing the operations in-house.
Westemeier, Petitgout and Renner agreed.

Roll Call: AYES: Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Renner
ABSENT: Johnson

The motion carried.
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26C-0228 — WARRANTS

Motion: Motion by Westemeier, seconded by Gates, to approve the warrants.
Discussion: None.

Roll Call: AYES: Petitgout, Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Renner
ABSENT: Johnson

The motion carried.

26C-0230 — ALDERPERSONS’ COMMENTS

Memorial Day Parade and Service — Westemeier said the parade and service were nice. He would like
to see more people attend. Lots of people in town over the weekend.

Busy weekend — Westemeier and Gates noted the busy Memorial Day weekend. Gates was glad Helm
and the llinois Department of Transportation had the bridge reopened for the weekend. He is looking
forward to the project being complete.

26C-0231 — CITY ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORT

Pool opening and ribbon cutting - Oldenburg reported that the pool will open on Wednesday, May 27.
He thanked the pool staff and public works for their work. The ribbon cutting for the new water slide will be
Saturday, May 30 at 11 a.m.

Bridge project — Oldenburg said the IDOT bridge project will resume soon until the work is complete in
mid to late June.

Sewer main issue — Oldenburg reported there was a sewer main issue over the weekend on Blackhawk
Drive that requires emergency repairs. Quotes are being gathered with the work beginning as soon as
possible. There will be a summary recap with costs at the next meeting.

Staff adjustments — Oldenburg thanked the council for supporting the staff adjustments.

26C-0232 — MAYOR’S REPORT

Great weekend. Service at Veterans Memorial was very nice.
Thanks to swimming pool staff. Will be a busy summer with tourism.

26C-0233 — ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Motion by Wienen, seconded by Gates, to adjourn.
Discussion: None

Roll Call: AYES: Tegtmeyer, Westemeier, Wienen, Gates, Petitgout, Renner
ABSENT: Johnson

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
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Respectfully submitted,

Hillary Dickerson
City Clerk

26 May 2026



